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ali.ve the next rnorning when we left the Muellerrs hospltable horne,
but he was fighting when we pulIed hkn out of the cold water of the
spring fed water hole.

Vfe reached horne through California, and Jarnestown,
late that Monday night. We unwrapped the sheet which we had wetted
several tirnes that day, and there was the great bluecat, stiff as a
stick. He had given up the ghost at 1ast. I skinned and gutted hirn
and cut hirn into frying size pieces, and placed hirn in our icebox for
fine eating on the following days of that week.

We also had sofile rnore squirrels and quail, which we
had shot along the road on our way horne. I have never forgotten
nor regretted that trip to the Osage Rlver. Whether the two boys
rernernber it as well as I do, I doubt very rnuch. That trip rea11y
was the first vacation which I had in the rninistry. It was the first
tirne that I took the two boys fishing wlth rne, but it was rDt the last
tirne as they w111 be able to affirrn.

It would be unfair to leave Pleasant Grove without a word
of praise and thanks to our many friends there, who supplied our
horne with rnany necessities of life. Mrs. Herrnan Kaiser and rny
rnother-in-law worked for weeks and weeks in cleaning, and tearing,
and balling up rags for rag carpeting, which they wove on Mrs.
Kaiserrs loorn" The Henry Knorps never failed in presenting us wlth
at least one half hog, and sornetirnes with two halves, each winter
for as long as we were in P'leasant Grove. The Williarn Hickerrnann
farnily furnished us with a hind guarter of corn fed beef every winter,
and often filled our srnall hay rnow with baled alfalfa hay, and our
corn crib with Missouri River bottorn grown corn.

For days at a tkne, the Henry Knorp farnily, and rny
rnother-in-law, peeled Rornan Beauty apples and quartered thern,
and Mr. Knorp stood out in the frosty backyard of the Knorp horne
with a steady fire of old {ence rails under the thirty ga11on copper
kettle in which he stirred the peeled and quartered apples with a
long-handled hickory-wooden ladle, until at last the boiling heat had
turned the agitated cooking fruit into ltght brown applesauce, or else
into dark brown delicious apple butter, which was then turned cooking
hot into glass jars to {eed the pastorts farnily during the corning year,

'We furnished only the necessary sugar for our share of
the delicious product, plus the necessary help in peeling and quarter-
ing the fruit, which all carne out of the Henry Knorp orchard. W'e
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most certainly appreciated all this kindness shown us by our friend.s
in Pleasant Grove, Missouri, and we hated to leave thern when the
day of parting came, and we left for co11insvil1e, Illinois.

I have not said rnuch about rrry congregation at Jarnestown,
Missouri. The rnernbers of that srnall congregation gave us no
trouble at all. we usually stayed overnight and ate our noond.ay
meals with the Henry Kuhn, or the Fred or August Wilderrs farni-
lie s.

The trip up and down the Missouri River Bluffs to Jarnes-
town was scenic and a pleasure, except in the wintertirne" Then
we had to drive through snowdrifts in the east and west cuts through
hil1y terain. on one occasion, before I had bought the second horse,
Dolly in her efforts to pul1 the buggy through a three-foot snowdrift
started to take jumps and doing so she broke the whiffle tree. There
was nothing left for rne to do but to unhitch her, pick up rny satchel
containing rny robe and prayer book, and clirnb on her back and
ride two and one half rnites into Jarnestown"

I preached to a rnere handful of people on the next rnorning,
for the roads were so blocked by snow that the people livirg out on
the farrns rnade no atternpt to attend church. In fact, rny rnernbers
in Jarnestown were surprised that I had ventured out to serve thern.

They insisted that I stay overnight a second tirne. When
on Monday Mr. willers opened his blacksrnith shop, he furnished
rne with a new whiffle tree for rny buggy" I rode back to rny stalled
boggy and found that in the rneantirne the road gar.g had corne along
and had opened the snowdrift. I found rny buggy on the side of the
road. After I had made the necessaxy repairs, I turned the buggy
around, hitched Dol1y to it, and drove horne. I was two hours late
for school on that Monday morning, but the children were sti11 there"
They did not know what had happened to rne, but they knew that I
would corne along sooner or later.

On another occasion, when I preached at Jarnestown on
a Sunday afternoon, I was rnet by a blizzard on rny way horne in the
night. I had two horses this tirne. I had a lit lantern under rny lap
robe and the storrn curtain up against the driwing snow and wind.
The lap robe was a heavy plush one, which the school children had
given rne for rny birthday. The storrn curtain, rnade out of heavy
oil c1oth, was strapped to the foot of the dashboard as well as to the
top of the buggy over rrly head. There was a curtained hole in that
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curtain for the lines with which to guide
hole an isinglass square window through
road.

the tearn, and above that
which I was able to see the

The blizzard was frorn the northwest. It increased in
violence from hour to hour, and I had to drive alrnost squarely into
the face of it. Luckily there were no drifts as yet and rny tearn
trotted rnerrily along. But after sorne time, the tearn became winded
and it took rne four long hours to get horne.

when at last I reached horne, I was so stiff frorn the cold
that I could not open my hands to release the 1ines. The therrno-
rneter had fallen to below zero. My rnother-in-law rnassaged rny
hands and my br.ther Lorenz, who was with us in pleasant Grove
since the tirne rnother and the four children had returned frorn their
slx-rnonths stay in El paso, took care of the tearn. It took hours ofsitting behind the red hot heating stove, drinking hot spiced port
wine, to thaw rne out, But half frozen as I was, the trip left no
after effects. There was no schoor the next rnorning, for all the
roads were drifted shut and the cold was intense.

Pleasant Grove sti11 ringers fondry in rny mernory, be-
cause it was a beautifully hi1ly wood"en country, abounding in black
walnut and shell-bark hickory trees. These hil1sid"" *"r" alive with
both fox and grey squi.rrelsr euail, and plurnp cottontail rabbits
which furnished our table with fresh rneat through the fall and winter
rnonths. In the spring of the year, frorn the last weeks in April to
the flrst part of June, we gathered rnorels, an eddible varieiy of
mushrooms, and blackberries by the washtubs ful1. out of these
blackberries, we rnade barrels of the finest wine, besides the jarn
and je1ly, that rnother put up in jars for winter consurnption. we
took a ten-ga1lon keg of that blackberry wine along to collinsville,
Indiana, when we left Pleasant Grove.

X

OUR EIGHTEEN MONTHS STAY

IN COLLINSVILLE

we were to have our furniture loaded into a freight car
for collinsvllle on Monday, January the ninth, and on the sarrle
afternoon we were to leave for st. Louis on the afternoon passenger
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train. However, a snowstorrn blew up that day and our furniture
was not loaded on that day. In fact, it was two weeks later before
it finally was loaded, for that snowstorrn blocked all roads for two
weeks before they were opened again. However, Mr. Knorp hauled
rny farnily to the depot in wooldridge and. we caught the passenger
train for St. Louis.

At st. Louis, I bought tickets for rnother, rnother-in-raw
and the children for Decatur, Illinois, where they were to visit untilI had found a place in which to rive and our furniture had arrived.
However, it was a long tirne be{ore these things were to be. our
country had now also becorne involved in that first world war. In
consequence thereof, war rnaterials and rnany other cornrnodities
had priority rights over the railroads of our nation.

My friends ln Wooldridge had finally loaded the freight car
with rny household goods. since it was custornary at -wooldridge for
the farrners of the cornrnunity to order their supply of flour frorn the
elevator at wooldridge in the fall, when they delivered their wheat,
Mr. Knorp had also ordered a yearrs supply of the best flour for our
needs. This flour, in one hundred pound sacks, also was loa6ed into
rny freight car. How fortunate it was that I had this flour purchased
and delivered to rny horne before we had the Covernrnentrs restrj.ctions
passed on the buying of such articles.

Again we were fortunate in having two butchered hogs,
crocks of 1ard, and canned rneat and fruit of every kind., all packed
away in wooden boxes. But where was our car of goods? The car
had been left 'il/ooldridge the last part of January. Four weeks had
passed since that tirne, and still the car had not arrived. in Colllns-
vil1e. I took the bitl of lading to the freight depot in Collinsvil1e and
sent a tracer, but it was late in March before our freight car at long
last was reported on a siding in Collinsville.

The delay was a blessing in disguise, for I stil1 had no
home in which to rnove. uncle Adarn Klein, who had a ten-roorn
parsonage, had rented us three roorns in which to live ternporarily.
I paid hirn $30" 00 a rnonth for the use of those three roorns, which
were alI bedroorns, with no cooking facilities except of Aunt Flerrniners
kitchen range. Uncle said that we could use two burners of that range
on which to do our cooking, for I had rny farnily corne horne frorn
Decatur at the end of Januaryr rnother-in-Iaw included.

The eight of us lived, slept and ate in those four roorns.
\4/hi1e we were there, rnother was confined for the ftfth tirne. On
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March the nineteenth, i9I8, our third daughter, Ruth Virginia, was
born"

My brother Lorenz and my two oldest sons, Lorenz andAlbert, attended the Lutheran school of unclets congregation. Inthat school they picked up scarlet fever frorn sorneone and all of thefarnily, except rnother and r and rnother-in-law, also took it. since
we lived upstairs and carne in contact with no one, we did. not report
the cases to the city health board. When we had. Doctor Arr:.rbruster
in to deliver Ruth, he found rny two sons in bed with a high fever.
He exarnined therr closely and said to rne, *your boys have the scar_
let fever, and I will have to quarantine this horne. r' He accepted rny
p1ea, to quarantine only the upper story of that horne. we used the
back stairway to get in and out of our roonrs. on this backdoor of
the house, he tacked the quarantine notice and that left Uncle and his
farnily free to corrre and go as they pleased..

I slept in the back bedroorn, all rny rnyself, did my own
cooking and was told not so rnuch as to peep into the other roorns.
AIso, we received orders to disinfect everything that carne out of the
front two bedroorns wlch a spray of carbolic acid, which Doctor
Arrnbruster prescribed for us.

when our third daughter was born, we had her baptized.
in Uncle Adarn Kleinrs church on the following Sunday. She received
the narne Esther Ruth virginia. Hans Klein and a young kitchen
rnaid in unclers horne, were the sponsors. I have forgotten her name.'w'e took her because we did not feel right about asking anyone else
with scarlet fever then in the farnlly. The rnaid offered to hold the
baby over the baptisrnal font. she dled of tuberculosis not rnany
years later. She was an orphan girl, which Uncle had in his kind.ness
given a horne. Ruth is the only one of rny children who was not
baptized by her father.

when the first of April carne and we sti1l had found. no
rent horne, I at last decided to buy a horne of rny own. A nine-roorn
house was for sale at $3, 000. 00. r had to pay three hundred d.ollars
down and twenty-flve dollars a r-nonth in payrnents thereafter. That
was far cheaper than rent.

Shortly after we bought that horne frorn the widowed
forrner owner, we received word that our car was on the sidlng in
Collinsville" The freight trucks of the Srnelting and Refining Cornpany
hauled the contents of the freight car and placed everything in our
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newly bought horne, into which we rnoved then with much joy and
satisfaction.

In the surrrrner of i918 our two boys, and rny brother Lorenz
roarned the hills and valleys around col1insville, as boys will do. on
one such jaunt, they drank water out of what they thought was a spring
in a hillside west of town. But this supposed. spring was the outlet of
sewage disposal. As a result of this drink, Albert carlle down with
a case of typhoid fever. We called Doctor Arrnbruster and he ord.ered
all of the farnily to take typhoid shots. The first was not bad at all.
Flowever, the second injection rnade every one of us sick. when the
third was to be given, our son Lorenz clirnbed on top of the chlcken
house and coal shed, and refused to corne d.own. I had to clirnb up
and carry hirn down while he screarned at the top of his voice.

I passed out for a rnornent rnyself, when I was the last one
to receive it and had the needle pushed into rny arrrr. My arrn was
sore for a week after that, but no one else in the farnily took typhoid.
Albert was at the point of death several times, and in sorne way he
was aware of the fact. For, when he was at his worst, he would per-
rnit no one but rnother to sit at his bedslde and he asked her to sing
to hirn" 'w-hen she would slng sorne popular songr he would cry out,
'rNot that! Not that! !r she had to sing church hyrnns to hirn" we
were all happy when at last the crisis was past and he becarne his
usual self again.

I remained at the Lead works only about six rnonths. with
the payrnent on the horne to be rnade rnonthly, even ninety dollars a
rnonth was i.nsufficient to live on. The workers in the plant rnade three
and four times what I was getting. Even the helpers got twice as rnuch.
I therefore asked for a transfer frorn the office to the plant. However,
that was agalnst the cornpany rules. A plant worker could apply for
office work and get it, if he were qualified for such work. But an
office ernployee could not swap his job for work in the plant.

I told the superintendent that I had to rnake rnore nroney.
He said he would give rne a recornrrrendation and I was to try the
Granby Zinc Srnelting and Refining Cornpany in East st. Louis, or the
Aluminurn Cornpany Plant" I therefore left the St. Louis Srnelting and
Refining cornpany and went to work as an ore unloader in the Zinc
cornpany. I unloaded ore and coal for about two rnonths, when I was
prornoted to weighrnaster in the ore weighlng departrnent. My salary
as weighrnaster paid rrre one hundred and sixty-five dollars a rnonth.

It was through the principal of the Lutheran school at
Co11insville, a Mr. Gutowski, that I was prornoted to weighmaster.
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He had held that job frorn the tirne his school in Collinsville closed
until the first of september when his school opened again. He told
his boss about my qualifications for the job, and. so I got the promo-
tion.

A rnonth later I qualified for superintendent of one of the
desulphuring furnaces of the corrlpany, at a pay increase of twency
dollars a rnonth, rnaking rny salary one hundred eight-five dollars
rnonthly. Now I was sitting pretty. I reduced rny indebtedness sub-
stantially during the tirne.

Then carne the Arrnistice, on the l lth of November of
19i8, and with it the governn-rent canceled all war orders. when I
canre to work at 7:A0 a. rn. on the 1gth of Novernber, I found a great
printed plackard on the gate saying, rrThis plant is closed unti_
further orders.tt I went to the office and found that I was out of ajob, even as all other workers in the plant" I received the rest of
rny pay and a recornrnendation and with that in rny pocket I went to
the united states Ernployrnent office in st. Louis, and was given a
card and told to apply at swift and cornpany in East st. Louis, that
they were short of packing house ernployees.

when I arrived at the packing plant, they told rne that they
had just fi1led all positions that were open, but they inforrned rne
also that Arrnour and Cornpany were short of night watchrnent. That
packlng house was virtually next door to swiftrs. I went there and
made application for the job of night watchrnan. After they had read.
rny two recornrnendations, from the Lead Works and the Granby zinc
srnelting and Refining Cornpany, they told rne to report for work that
day evening at six orclock.

The job was a twelve hour shift, and it paid only twenty_
five dollars for a seven day week. That was a bitter pili to swallow,
but I took the job and held it until the week before christrnas, when
I carne down with the influenza and for two weeks I hovered" between
life and death.

When at last I was strong enough to go back to work, rny
job at the packing house had been filled and I was again a job hunter.
Again I went to the United States Ernployrnent Office in downtown St.
Louis, and there I was told of two openings. A St. Louis rnillionnaire
wanted a farrn supervisor for his play-tirne stock farrn in St. Louis
County, which was stocked with pure bred horses, cows and" poultry.
I had an interview with the rnillionnaire and he told rne that he would
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furnish me with a house to live in and all the eggs, milk and pourtry
that my farnily requlred, plus $25.00 a nronth. That offer sounded
very good to rne, but I asked for a dayrs time to think and. talk it over
with rnother.

We carne to the conclusion that since we had bought a horne
and were still sornewhat in debt at wooldridge, we had better look
for sornething else. I notified the rnillionnaire to that effect and then
found a job with the Kroger Baking and Grocery cornpany of cincin-
nati, ohio. I had applied for storeGranagership. This cornpany had
about three hundred grocery stores in St. Louis at that tirne. They
put me to work as grocery clerk in one of their stores out on the st.
Charles Road, near Clayton, Missouri. Frorn that store I was trans-
ferred a few weeks later to the d.owntown rnain store of the cornpany.

After a few rnore weeks, r was given a store to rnanage
for the concern, out on Maryland and Boyle streets. There r worked.
all spring and in surnrner until about August the {irst. My pay was
$25.00 a week and I bought our groceries at a discount of ten per cent.
I liked that klnd of work. The store was open frorn eight in the rrrorn-
ing to six in the evening" I had a rnale clerk and a lady cashier. The
store I was working at was in the red when I took over to the tune of
about $1,300" 00. I had been told to find out why and that rny future
with the cornpany would depend on the future profit of the store.

By watching things c1ose1y, I found that my clerk had a
number of relatives who carne into the store about twice a week with
rnarket baskets which they fi11ed, and which were then checked. out
by r.y lady cashier. r checked the arnount registered and a look at
the well filled basket told me that there was sornething wrong. I
halted the custorner and rechecked what he had in his rnarket basket
and found that he was undercharged sorrle six dollars on the transaction"
when I confronted the lady cashier with the fact, she broke down cry-
ing and confessed that she and the clerk were cousins and that thev
had worked that racket for rnanv rnonths.

I called headquarters at once and reported rny d.iscovery.
In less than a half hour, rrly supervisor carne by the store, bringing
another clerk and cashier with hirn. He paid off the two dishonest
workers and that ended the stock shortage in that store for as long as
I worked there. w-hen I had been with the company for six rnonths,
I received a bonus of $58.00 for having reduced the stock shortage
of the store to zero, and for savings in twine and paper bags. For
I induced rnany of rny custorners to buy chip baskets, selling for a
nickle, rather than court trouble by carrying all their purchases in a
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large paper bag. In no tirne at all rnost of rny custorners carne to
the store with the chip basket they had purchased from rne to carry
horne their purchases. That saved rnuch on the large size paper
bags into which otherwise we had to pack their groceries.

My store also increased in sales volurne within the six
rnonths I rnanaged it, frorn nine hundred to fourteen hund"red dollars
a week. I liked rny work at Krogers, but at the sarne time I was
anxious to get back to the rninistry.

while we lived in collinswi11e, r helped uncle Adarn Klein
once a month in the distribution of Holy Cornrnunion. Also, I preached
for hirn as often as he was out of town. "W'hen in June of lglg he went
to Texas for a vacation, I preached for hirn for three sundays in a
row. The Lutheran church Missouri synod was experiencing a great
shortage of pastors after world war I. Especially in demand" were
pastors who were qualified to preach in the English language. Also,
the congregations were waking up to the fact that they had been paying
inadequate salaries to their religious workers. Not only r, but dozens
of other pastors had been forced by necessity to resign their work and
to do sornething else in order to rnake a decent tivine.

Even uncle Adarn Klein was getting only ninety dollars a
'rnonth ln his large congregation in Collinsvil1e. The rnernbers of
that congregation, rnostly coakniners, were getting ten d.ollars a
day in the rneanwhile. Even the church janitor was receiving rrrore
pay than was Uncle Adarn. In the January rneeting of 1919 I sharned
the rnernbers of the congregation into paying their pastor at least
$115. 00 a rnonth besides his rent-free horne.

The richest rnember of the congregation, a banker, was
only paying $36.00 in salary for the year at the tirne" when a few
years later Uncle Adarn was called to Springfield, Illinois, the con-
gregation offered hirn $150.00 a rnonth if he would. stay. However,
uncle accepted the call as Dean of concordia serninary after con-
sidering the offer for about six weeks. He successfullv held that
position unto the day of his death.

In the rneantirne, I received two calls back into the rnini-
stry. Both calIs carne in the sarne week" The ti.rae was May, L9 19.
one call was frorn the congregati.on at Appleton, Missouri. It offered
rne free house and seven hundred dollars a year in salary. The other
call was frorn White Lake, south Dakota. There were two parishes
there, twenty-five rniles apart. I was to serve both congregations
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every other sunday" AIso, I was asked to live for six rnonths in
one parish and then six rnonths in the second parish and teach school
all year round. They told rne in their letter accornpanying the call
that the pastor would have to have a team of horses and a spring
wagon for the surnrner, and a sleigh for the winter rnonths, and that
he would have to have a fur coat for winter wear. when I wrote and
asked thern who would have to buy the fuel for the winter an{ the feed
for the tearn, and who would have to pay the serni-annual moving
expenses, they replied, rrThe pastor will have to pay all such ex-
penses.'f rhose two parishes offered rne a cornbined salarv of a
thousand dollars a vear.

on uncle Adarnrs advice, I returned both ca11s, and then
after Uncle Adarn carne back frorn his vacation in Texas, I received
another call frorn the Missi.on Board of the Southern Illinois District
of synod, to st. Matthews Lutheran church of Brussels, calhoun
county, Illinois. calhoun county was the fruit growing center of
I11inois, and the only county in the state without a railroad. There
were at that tirne no bridges leading out of that county across either
the Mississippi or the Illinois Rivers" AIl traffic had to cross those
two rivers on ferrv boats.

Most freight was delivered by river stearnboats which plied
between St. Louis and st. Paul. There was u.sually one stearner a
day each way" one of the narnes of the river stearners which I
rernernber because we traveled on it between Golden Eagle Landlng
and St. Louis several times, was the ttGold.en Eagle. ri

st. Matthews congregation was a congregation of so-calledr"schleswig-Holseiners"rt These people were a hard-headed North
Gerrnan race, which often was at war in olden times with the other
Gerrnan Provinces" They were a very independent and reliable people.
During world war I, these people in calhoun county, to show their
patriotisrn for Arnerica, their new horne, discarded Gerrnan preaching
and demanded of their pastor to preach in English. But he was an
aged rnan who could barely speak enough English to carry on his busl-
ness at banks and stores, and found hirnself unqualified for the change-
over. Also, though a Lutheran pastor, he was rnorally not an exarnple
for he often drank to excess. Therefore, sorne members of the con-
gregation had charged hirn with drunkenness in a regularly called
quarterly rneeting which he refused to attend. Because he did not
attend that rneetingr the rnernbers that were present disrnissed hirn
frorn office. Three lawsuits followed his dlsrnissal. But of these I
will say rnore in a later chapter.
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r accepted that ca1l to st. Matthews church at Brussels
on the advice of uncle Adarn Klein. It was a good thing for the con_
gregation, that neither he nor I knew in what mess this congregation
real1y was" Had we known, I would never have gone there. Thesalary offered was nine hundred dollars a year and free house, butI was told that I would not need horse and buggy, that the mernbers
who needed my services would come after me.

Frowever, before speaking of our rrrove to Brussels, r
want to say sornewhat rnore about our experiences in Collinsville.
we had sorne fine neighbors. our horne on Lincoln street, north of
the business section of the town" Across the street frorn us the town
photographer had his horne" He and his wife were of Italian descenr.
His name was Mr. Rissi. They were strict Roman catholics and we
were Lutherans, but that did not in the least affect their neighborli-
NESS.

Mrs- Rissi visi.ted rnother regularly before we left Collins-
viIle, and we had a farnily portrait rnade by Mr. Rissi, which turned
out fine. My brother Lorenz was confirrned by Uncle Adarn on palrn
Sunday of 1919. He had attended the congregationrs school and unclers
confirmation classes over a year" My rnother carne frorn E1 paso to
visit us and Uncle Adarn and his farnily for the occasion, and she took
Lotenz horne with her, when she returned to El paso. w-e rnissed
him very much. He had been as an older brother to our children and
we all loved hirn"

After he left our horne, rnotherrs sister, Miss Helen
Naguschewski, came and lived with us for many rnonths. she was
ernployed as a weigher of packaged rneat at swift and cornpany's
packing plant in East st. Louis. she had forrnerly been ernployed
as a war worker of the Canadian Governrnent at sarni.a, in ontario,
across frorn the City of Detroit, Michigan. when the war carne ro
a close, she too was out of a .iob.

while at collinsvi11e, I was surrrnoned by the president of
the western Distrlct of the Lutheran church, Missouri synod, to
appear at ahearing that was held by the President's office at Pleasant
Grove, Missouri. I had when r resigned frorn the rninistry at that
place entered a cornplaint against rny forrner congregation. This
cornplaint had to be settled one way or another, before that congre-
gation could again call a pastor of the Missouri synod. They were
served by Pastor Pflanz frorn Clarks Fork after I had abandoned
thern.
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President Bernthal of the W-estern District delegated the
ReverendBrust, First vice-President, to represent hirn in the case.
Pastor Brust was the college pastor of st. paulrs Lutheran Church
at concordia, Missouri. It was on the sunday after Easter, in 1919
that r was to appear for the hearing at pleasant crove. Also, I was
told to choose a pastor out of the Jefferson City Conference to repre-
sent me at this hearing. I chose Pastor Williarn Richter of Jefferson
city, Missouri. we arrived at wooldrid.ge at about z:00 p. rn. that
sunday and were quickly brought to the rneeting at the church by Mr.
Theodore Diehl, an Elder of the congregation, and a good friend of
rnine.

Pastor John Mueller of Bunceton, Missouri, rny forrner
Circuit Counselor, was Secretary of that investigation rneeting. Dr.
Brunst was chairman" when the rneeting had been opened, rny
enernies in the congregation irnrnediately protested the presence of
Pastor Richter. They wanted to know what business he had in that
rneeting. Dr. Brunst told thern that he was there at the President of
the Districtts invltation to be rnv counselor rn the trial.

Next, I was told to present rny charges against the congre-
gation. I related thereupon what had preceded rny resignation. How,
because of inflatlonary cost o{ living I had pleaded with rny forrner
congregation to increase rny salary, and that rny plea had been twice
seconded by *y Circuit counselor, but without avail. That rrry request
had been tabled frorn one quarterly rneeting to the other, for two long
years, and when at last in the annual rneeting of L918 I had dernand.ed
action in the rnatter, a resolution had been passed with a bare rnajority
of all the rnernbers present stating, ttWir wo1len unserrn Pastor keine
cehaltszurage gewaehrenrr; in English, ,'we donrt want to grant our
pastor an increase in salary.rl

I pointed out also that the secretary of the congregation
had protested that resolution, saying to the congregation, Drpeople,
you surely donrt want such a resolution spread on your church record.s. rt

But that he was answered by the rnernber who had rnade the rnotion,
rrrf we say we canrt give our pastor an increase in salary, that would
not be true. But we donrt want to grant hlm an increase, that is true,
and that is why I offered the resolution as it reads. !r A11 of rny charges
against the congregatlon were corroberated by Pastor Mueller, the
circuit counselor; by Mr. Eichhorst, the congregationrs secretary;
and by the two year quarterly rneeting rninutes of the congregation.

After Dr" Brust had heard all evidence pro and con, he said
to the congregation, rtBrethren, you have witlfully and maliciously
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refused your former pastorrs plea for an increase of only a hundred
dollars in his salary. You adrnit in your congregational minutes that
you could have readily given hlm the requested increase" He should
have asked you for far rnore and you should have, for love of Godrsword, which he has preached" to you faithfully for the past five years,
and in which he also faithfutly taught your children five days a week,
for nine months of the year, glad1y and imrnediately granted his very
rnodest request" By your refusal to consider the rnatter for two longyears' you have driven your pastor into bankruptcy and forced hirn
to resign his office arrrong you. you have actually driven your pastor,
who was very patient with you, frorn his holy offi.ce. Before you will
get your Districtts consent to call and to install another pastor here,
you will have to adrnit and confess your wrongdoing and you will have
to reirnburse hirn and his counselor for their traveling expenses. Inall fairness, you ought also to pay the costs of his rn,rving to collins-
ville. I will now give you tirne to hcld a short rneeting of your own in
which I will await resolutions to this effect. !r

Dr. Brust thereupon relinquished the chair to the Chairrnan
of the congregation, and he conducted an enrergency congregational
rneeting, in which all the requests of Dr. Brust were taken care of
by resolutions passed unanirnously by the congregation. The treasurer
of the congregation then paid Pastor Rlchter and. myself our traveling
expenses. Also he asked rne what it had cost rne to rnove rny farnily
and household articles to Collinsvi.Ile, but I told hirn to forget that
part of it.

Pastor Brust dernanded that all the rnernbers show the
sincerity of their apology by shaking rny hands before the meeting
was disrnissed. This was a rather palnful gesture, but in a long
string forrner foes and friends rnarched by and shook rne by the hand,
and sorne of rny forrner foes earnestly assured ine that they were
sorry for what they had done. It was with rnuch joy and satisfaction
that on the next dav I returned to Collinsville.

Let rne say in closing the chapter on rny stay in pleasant
Grove that the congregation had to call thirteen tirnes before they
found a successor to rny rninistry arnong thern. The congregation
has no resident pastor at the present tirne. A1so, the Pleasant Crove
congregation had to raise the pastorrs pay to nine hundred dollars per
annurn before they at last procured another rnan" He stayed only for
a little over two years, After he left the congregation again was vacant
for a long tirne.

After it had raised the salary to thirteen hundred dollars a
year, they secured a fine rnan who served the congregation for a
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number of years. Under his pastorate, the very rnan who headed the
opposition to me died, and before his death confessed that he had
done me a great wrong, and he asked his pastor to report this fact
to rne after his death.

Another significant fact was this, that in the fall of 1918
eighteen rnernbers of the Pleasant Crove congregation died of the
Spanish influenza epidernic, and arnong thern .rnost of rny bitterest
enernies. One of firy rnernbers said to lne rnany years later: I can
rnerely say that it was a startling fact that so rnany of the rnernbers
died. Had I been there at the tirne, perhaps I would have died also.
For although I did get the influenza at Collinsville late that fall also,
at least I had a fine doctor to take care of rne while in Pleasant Crove;
the only good doctor had been drafted into the United States Medical
Corps, and the one doctor left at Jarnestown was too old and over-
worked to be able to do rnuch for those that had been stricken.

)(I

OUR YEARS AT BRUSSELS, ILLINOIS

Brussels, Illinois is located on a narrow, high bluJf
peninsula, between the Illinois and the Mississippi Rivers in Calhoun
County. Brussels is near the southern rnost ttp of that peninsula.
The County Seat was at Hardin, about twenty rniles to the north, then
a little inland town without bridge or railroad connections of any kind.
A11 the towns of Calhoun County were very srnall" The soil of the
county is fertile Loes Clay, which in places was forty feet deep,
especially adapted for fruit raising.

The rnain crop of the county consisted of apples. The
county produced upward of five rnillion bushels a year, and the Cal-
houn apples were noted for size, flavor and coIor. Sorne of the
orchards covered as rnuch as three hundred acres, The River bottoms
produced the finest of corn crops and pasture. Cattle raising, too,
was carried on as a sideline by rnost of the farrners"

A11 products that carne into the county, or that were shipped
out, entered and left either by river stearner or else by truck and
ferry. W'hen we first carne to the county, most of the ferries were
very srnall, just large enough to hold one car or truck. Sorne years
later a large ferry was installed at the Golden Eagle Landing, which
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ferried as lnany as nine cars, or six trucks, across the River at
one tirne,

The ferries across the Mississippt landed on the Missouri
shore on a highway which led to st. charles, Missouri. The one
ferry across the Illinois River on the southern tip of the county landed
on the East bank of the River a few rniles north of Crafton, Illinois.
The ferry toll was very reasonable, just one dollar per car, and that
included all the passengers in it. A loaded truck was taken across
for three dollars a trip.

'w'hen we arrived at Brussels, we found, to our surprise,
that the Lutheran parsonage was sti1l occupted by the forrner iastorof the congregation. The congregation had sued twice to dislocate
hirn but without avail. He won both lawsuits" A third suit, an appeal
to the Dj.strict Court, was pending and was to be heard. sornetirne in
October. In the rneantirne, the congregation had rented a srnall three-
roorn house in Brussels into which the rnost necessary furniture of
ours was rnoved. The rest of our things were left unpacked in the
barns and granaries of our rnernbers" We and our furniture had corne
up the River frorn East St. Louis by the River Stearner narned. Ala-
barna.

A forrner classrnate of rnine, pastor W. p. Schultz, had
been the interirn preacher of the reorganized congregation. He had
instructed and confirrned a class of fifty-three adults just before rny
arrival at Brussels. Sorne of these had received but three lectures
of i.nstruction at the tirne of their confirmati.on. So incornplete was
the religious instruction that one of the class told me that she did not
know why she was confirrned until she had heard rny exarnination and
confirrnation of rny first class on the second pakn Sunday of rny stav
in Brus sels.

r soon learned that rnany of the people in the congregation
that had called rne were lodge rnernbers and llberals. Consequently,
I did not have a cornrnunion service until I had preached a whole
yearrs series of doctrinal serrnons on the Srna1l Catechisrn of Dr.
Martin Luther. This fact did not bother the liberals in the leasr,
until I announced the first Cornrnunion Service on the Reforrnation
Sunday af. l9Za and stated that this service would only be for those
in the congregation who were not rnernbers of an anti-Christian 1od"ge;
or else had prornised to quit the lodge a{ter I had convinced thern
that they could not hold rnernbership in both: the Lutheran Church
and the Anti-Christian Lodge. I shall have rnore to say about this
in a later paragraph.
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when the october terrn of court carne along, I was asked
by *y congregation to represent the congregation in that trial. st,
Matthews congregation had appealed frorn the County Courtrs ruling
that Pastor -Wagner had been disrnissed i1lega11y by the congregation.
At the trial before the District Court, after the congregationts appeal
had been presented, the defense alleged that the congregational rneet,
ing which had discharged Pastor Wagner had consisted of riff-raf.f.
who were not rnernbers in good standing with the congregation. Sorne
of thern had forrnerly belonged but had not cornrnuned, nor paid the
salary in years. Many others had joined the congregation on the very
day on which Pastor Wagner was disrnissed. And upon closer exarni-
nation, I found that all this was true.

In the group which had disrnissed their pastor for drunken-
ness' there were but three indiwiduals who were in good standing with
the congregation. The rest were either not in good^ standing or else
they had joined the congregation for the purpose of helping to depose
the old pastor. However, the constitution of the congregation con-
tained this proviso, that the quoreln of a regularly called rneeting
qualified to do the business of the congregation were those rnernbers
who attended that regularly called ineeting. It was further stated in
the by-laws to the constitution that a Itregularly ca11ed rneetingrr was
one which had been announced twice frorn the pulpit in a regular serv-
lce held in the church, and also this provlso, that ttrnernbers who d"id
not attend such a regularly ca11ed rneeting thereby forfeited the right
to protest the resolutions passed in the rneeting by those rnernbers
who had attended the rneeting and had passed the resolution by a
rnajority vote. rr

It was this provision in the constitution of the congregation
which saved the day for us" After an Evangelical Reforrned pastor
of Hardin, Illinoi.s, had at the Courtrs order translated the constitu-
tion of the congregation frorn the Gerrnan to the English language and
the judge had read the paragraph on which we based our appeal, he
ordered the jury to find for the appellant, which was st" Matthews
congregation. This court order ended all litigation. Pastor Wagner
was given tirne by the court to vacate the congregationrs parsonage
by March 1, 1920"

It was on a technicality that we won the case. It was also
true that that rneeting was a conspiracy agalnst Pastor W-agner" The
very sarne rnerrrbers who disrnissed hirn in that rneeting had born
with the pastorrs weakness for a nurnber of years without protest3
for he had been drinkirg for years and was often seen drunk and had
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not been brotherly adrnonished as the Bible dernands. But becausethese three rnernbers wa.nted Engrish preaching, and pastor wagnerwas unable to give thern that, therefore he had been ousted. Andthe reason why these rebellious rnernbers wanted English preaching
was not that they could not understand Gerrnan. They spoke nothingbut low Gerrnan in thelr hornes, but they d.id. not want to be ridiculedby the rrcerrnan Baitors, ir who rnaligned thern for not being patrioticArnericans"

I soon learned that the better rnernbers of the congregation
were in fact those people who had rernained faith-ful to their pastor"
one of these, a Mr. Fred Kuehnert and his rnother and farniiy, livedjust across the fence frorn the congregation's parsonage. what would
he do now, that his pastor had been deposed and ejected frorn theparsonage? what would the other 26 rnernbers in good standing do?

r called on thern, farnily after farniry, and invited thern to
corne to our services. My own people tried to forbid rne to preach
Gerrrran in the church. r told thern, rrf you insist on that, I will do
what you folks did. Itll go across the street and preach cerrnan to
thern in the public schoolhouse, where you held the rneeting i.n which
you deposed your forrner pastor" rr They did" not want that to happen,for then they would have been the laughing stock of the cornrnunity.
Therefore, because they knew that I would keep my threat, they gave
rne perrnission to preach to the other faction, German, in the after-
noon.

This r did for about two years, when these people declared
that they would rather corne to the English rnorning services except
that I should conduct six Cornrnunion Services in Gerrnan for those
that preferred to receive it in the cerrnan language" Not a1l of the
opposition group returned" sorne of thern never carrre back during
rny tlrne" Others had their children baptized by rne. But in due tirne
all the worth-while people were together again in one group. Harrnony,
however, did not return until the lodge issue was settled.. That settle-
rnent carne about on the Sunday after Eastern in the year r9zr. But
I shall relate that storv in a later char:ter.

w-e had to spend a total of about six rnonths in that three-
roorn house in Brussels, which the congregation had rented for us.
It had no conveniences in it at all" As a result of our crowd.ed. living
space, we all suffered bad colds in the winter rnonths of l9l9 and
1920. Ruth, not even two years old, developed an abcess und.er one
of her arrns, which had to be lanced by a doctor. At last, the first
of March carr:re around and we were able to rrrove into the vacated
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parsonage, located just behind the beautiful brick church of st.
Matthews cong regation.

To the east and north, the parsonage was surrounded by
the congregational cernetery. The church and brick school of the
congregation were to the south of the parsonage. To the west were
the horne of Mr. and Mrs. Fred. Kuehnert, our buggy shed., barn, and
chicken house.

we found that the parsonage had been built in tB50 and
was in very poor repair. The kitchen and dining roorn had beer:r
added to the original four roorn building at a rnuch later tirne. The
floor of this newer addition was at least four inches lower than that
of the older part of the house. The older part of the house had con-
sisted of a study, a living rooln frorn which there was a stairwa.y up
into the attic. The attic was divided into two bedroorrls. In fro:nt,
facing the back of the church and school was an eight foot porch, open
to sun and wind, recessed under the eves of the house. The southeast
corner post under the eves had becorne loose and blew off. at everv
storrn we had"

There were no closets and no conveniences of any kind in
that oId parsonage" The ce1lar was just a dark hole under the living
roorn, and a stairway frorn the front porch led into this hole. Never
before had we lived in such a delapidated horne. However, the .letter
which had accornpanied rny call frorn the congregation prornised a
new parsonage withln a short period of tirne. However, that short
period of tirne lasted until the spring of. 1923.

It was after the lodge issue had been settled before the
contract for a new parsonage was given to sorne local contractors.
The new parsonage faced east instead of south. The floor space of
the new building was 36 x 48" It was a Queen Ann style, nine roorn
horne, rnodern in all its arrangernents. However, there was no
well water available. "W-e had a large underground cistern between
church and parsonage. But there was no gas and electricity ava.il-
able at the tirne, and therefore we had a bathroorn without the fixtures
and an electrically wired horne without electricity. A11 these conven-
iences were installed Erany years after we had left Brussels for Iowa.

Two of our children were born at Brussels in that o1d
parsonage of St. Matthews Church. The first to be born there was
our son, Lloyd Warren. He first saw the light of day on August 21,
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1920. The second child born to us in that old. parsonage at Brussels
was our forth daughter, Eunice Martha Jeanne. she was born on
August 27, r9zz. one of these two children, I forgot which one, was
born on a sunday which happened to be the Mission Festival of the
congregation.

The preachers for the Mission Festival were a pastor Jahn
of Edwardsville, and the other a Pastor Rothe frorn Franit City, IlIi-nois. They had corne up frorn St. Louls on the Burlington Railroad to
Peruque, Missouri. There they had been rnet by a ferryrnan, who€rried thern three rniles across the Mississippi River to a landing
where I rnet thern.

Wh11e they were on the River, a terrible thunderstorrn had
corne up" The ferryrnan had been forced to land with thern on a
srnal1, willow-covered island in the River, until the wind calrned
down sofiIe. They were soaked when they arrived at the landing. Both
had worn white linen suits and they looked like sornethi.ng the cat had
dragged in. I furnished thern with dry shirts and overalls when I got
thern horne, while rnother washed and ironed thei.r white linen sui.ts
for the next day.

Did those city preachers ever look funny in their rnake
shift clothes. Pastor Rothe, especially, for he was not only short,
about five feet four, but also as thin as a srnoked herring. He looked
lost in rny size 17 shi.rt and size 46 x 30 overa1ls" pastor Jahn, on
the other hand, was a six-footer but also very thin. His legs stuck
out bare four inches above the shoe tops and since I wore a nurnber
two sleeve length shirt and he a nurnber four, rny shirt sleeves carne
down only a 1itt1e below his elbows. They both looked like hay seeds
in my clothes, and they alrnost died laughing at each other. Mother,
in the rreantirne, was kept busy in cleaning and pressing their clothes.
It was late before she ever eot to bed.

It was early the next rnorning when the stork began knocklng
at the door. when at last the two guest preachers were up and had
their breakfast, rnother asked rne to call the doctor and to get the
rnen out of the house. I took them over to the church and showed thern
the school" In the rneantirne, the <ioctor carne and went and (rnother
just told rne) that it was little Eunice that had just been born. when
I brought the two pastors back into rny study, rnother-in-law said to
thern, f rcorne and see the new baby. tt our guests were confounded
when they saw the newcornrner, of whose corning they had no inkling
at the tirne they had arrived in our horne.
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Pastor Schreck and his wife and rnother-in-law frorn Batch-town, ten rnilesnorth of Brussels, arrived at about this time, and.his rnother-in-law, Dean Fritzrs wi.fe frorn st. Louis, shooed us arlout of the parsonage so that mother could. get her rest after her doubleordeal of cleaning two cornplete outfits of pastorsr apparrel and givingbirth to a new daughter, all in less than twenty hours of tirne. Ar1this happened while we were stilI living in the o1d parsonage.

we had not been in Brussels long when I learned. that theEvil Foe had sown his tares aryrong the wheat in st. Matthews fie1d.Even rny salary was tainted with evil. Frorn the recorded resolutionsof the congregation, I learned that rny call was in fact only a ternporarycall, although this fact was not indicated in the call itself. For aresolution of the congregation stated that *the first business to be
conducted in every annual rneeting of the congregation which was tobe held always on January the second, was the re*election of thepastor. E! Another resolution declared that to be a rnernber of thecongregation in good standing, he needed to pay at least one dollar
a year in dues.

When I asked a white haired old rnernber of the congregation,E?where then does the pastorts salary cofiIe frorn?. he "r,"*"rld *ith
a wink of his eye, trThe catholics pay rrrost of that. !r nrFlow do you
rnean this?t! r asked hirn. He replied, ilwell, our congregation owns
a portable dance ha1l, which we set up in a wooded pasture every
surnrner in August for a two day and night picnic. The Catholic Church
has a two dayls Saint's festival at the tirne, and rnost of the rnernbers
corne to our picnic and spend their rnoney dancing on our d.ance floor.
That usually brings in enough to pay our pastorrs salary. Rr

r felt at first that the aged rnernber was rnaking fun of rne,
but it was the truth. After I had learned all this, I carne to the con-
clusion that there were but two courses of procedure left open to rne:
one of thern to reforrn the congregation; the other to resign rny
rninistry a second tirne. I chose to fight for reforrn.

W'hen, therefore, the annual rneeting of the congregation
was held and the chairrnan of the rneeting announced that now he
awaited a rnotion on the question of whether the congregation wanted
the pastor to continue with the congregation for another year, I asked
for the floor and in a rrratter of fact voice told thern that in the practice
of the Lutheran Church of the Missouri Synod, the call to a congrega-
tion was considered perrnanent except, when the pastorrs call stated
in so rrlany words that his call was ternporary. I also called. their
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attention to the constitution of st. Matthews church, which safe_
guarded the congregation in a separate article by saying, r0The pastor
of this congregation rnay be disrnissed at any tirne i{ he becornes
guilty (a) of teaching false doctrine contrary to the clear testirnony
of the Scriptures, (b) when the pastor neglects his officiat duties to
which the congregation has bound hirn at the tirne of his installation,
and (c) when the pastor gives offense by an unchristian life anci con-
duct, and does not arnend his tife after due adrnonition. rs

since the trial of pastor wagner in Hardin, the rnernbers of
the congregation had a high respect for their constitution, and so after
I had rnade rny staternent and had read the paragraph of their constitu-
tion which gave but three good reasons for discharging their pastor,
a rnotion was offered, seconded, and passed to cancel the provision
of re-electlng their pastor in every annual rneeting of the congregation.
That was rny first victory for order and decency in st. Matthews con-
gregation. It had been euicklv won.

My next fight was not won as quickly. For in this first
rneeting of. l9z0 I also told the congregation that I would not accept
the blood rnoney (r called it just that) which they were exacting frorn
the Roman Catholic Church rnernbers, garnered. in on the dance floor
owned and operated by st. Matthews Lutheran church, as rrly salary
frorn st. Matthews. This announcernent raised a storrn of protest"

The protestants were especially loud in lodging their pro-
test, because anrong Schleswig Holsteiners, dancing and drinking were
not considered sinful, and no preacher could convince thern otherwise
because they said that in the old country the pastor of the town or
village had not only sanctioned dancing, but had actually danced. the
first set hirnself.

Another rnernber declared that Pastor 'w'agner had never
preached against dancing, and that he also had opened every yearts
dance by dancing the first set himself. To all this I replied, that in
the old country their pastor had also preached exclusively in the
cerrnan language, even as their forrner pastor had done here arnong
thern, and since they did not want dancing to be ca11ed. sinful, they
should properly have kept their old pastor who had done just as their
pastors in Schleswig-Holstein had done.

This reply of rnine caused many of rny rnernbers to srnile.
For schleswlg-Holsteiners have a sense of hurnor. And because I
stuck to rny guns, they respected rne, even though they did not agree
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with me completely. And quite a bit of discussion and argurnentfollowed, after which the congregation agreed to setl the portabre
dance floor and henceforth to pay their pastorrs salary orrt or their
own pockets.

My next conflict came up because of the fact that eighteenof the voting rnernbers of the congregation were either I,{asons, oddFellows, or Woodrnen of the World. I have already stated before thisthat for a whole year I did. not conduct a Cornrnunion Servi.ce in thecongregation, and also that I preached on the chief six parts of Dr.Martin Lutherrs catechisrn, as they were the chief doctrines of theBible taken by Dr. Luther frorn the Bible.

rn rny serrnon on the first of the Holy cornrnandrnents, rstressed the Doctrine of the Triune God as He has revealed Hirnselfin the scriptures: one cod, but three separate persons, narnely, cod
the Father, who has created the world in six ordinary days lasting
frorn rnorning to evening, and who stil1 preserves His Creation to this
day; the second person of the God-head is God the son, begotten frorn
His Father frorn eternity, and born true rnan of the virgin Mary in
the fullness of time" to be the saviour and Redeeiter of a sin-lost
world; the third person in the Holy Trinity, is God the Holy chost,
who is sent or proceeds brorn both, the Father and. the son, in the
Gospel and in the Sacrarnents of our Lord Jesr:s Christ to caI1, gather,
sanctify and keep in the faith those who are to be saved.

In rny appllcation to ''ly serrnon on the first of the Holy Ten
Cornrnandrnents of God, I called attention to the fact that this true God
of the Bible who says, lrThou shalt have no other gods before rne, rr is
not the God of the Masonic, the odd Fel1ow, the w-oodrnen of the world,
nor of any other lodge, which teaches and practices religion. rn rny
serrnons on the Second Article of the Apostles Creed I pointed out
that the entire Bible teaches that sinful rnan is saved by Godrs Grace
alone, for christts sake alone, and through faith a1one. Even as st.
Paul declares in Ephesians 2:B-10, ttBy grace are ye saved. through
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is a gift of God; not of works, lest
any fiIan should boast. For we are His workrnanship, created. in
christ Jesus unto good works, which God has before ordained that
we should walk in thern. ot In rny application again I stressed the fact
that all lodge religion rnakes man his own saviour and. declares that
the brother or sister which has passed away is now in the heavenly
Iodge, because they were good parents, good citizens, good" neighbors,
etc.

In short, that all lodges rnaintain that rnan is saved because
of his Good Works, whereas the Bible teaches that sinners are saved
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by grace, for christts sake, through faith, as Jesus Hirnself d.eclares
in John 3:16: ttFor God so loved the world, that He gave His only
Begotten son, that whosoever believeth in Hirn should not perish, but
have everlasting life" tt

rn rny serrnon on the sacrarnent of Holy cornrnunion, r
cal1ed rny hearerst attention to the word.s of Luther on the question,trWhat is the Sacrarnent of the Altar?!t Lutherts ans.wer in tis Srnall
catechisrn reads: IrIt is the true body and blood of our Lord JesusChrist, under the bread and wine, for uS CHRISTTANS To EAT AND
TO DRINK, instituted bv Christ Hirnself. tt

In rny application, I called attention to the fact that Christ-ians believe a1I that the Bible says about the true cod, about Godrs
grace and the blood atonement of our Lord Jesus Christ on the Crossfor the sins of the world: also that christians believe, ilthat there is
no difference but that all rnen have sinned and corne short of the glory
of cod, being justified by His grace, through the redernption that is
in Christ Jesus. w-horn God set forth to be a propitiation through
faith in His blood, to declare His righteousness for the rernission of
sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; to declare, I say
at this tirne His righteousness, that He rnight be just, and the justi-
fier of hirn which believeth in Jesus. tr Rornans 3:23-26.

And finally r said to thern that only those who had been
taught the Christian Doctrines as set forth ln the Bib1e, an4 accepted.
thern in faith could attend Holy Cornrnunion, erren as St. Paul declares
in I Corinthians 11:28-29: rrlet a rnan exarnine hirnself, and so 1et
hirn eat of that bread and drink of that cup. For he that eateth and
drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh darnnation to hirnself, not
discerning the Lordts body.tt No one voiced any objection to rny
preaching at the tirne, and the church usually was packed with
rnernbers and with rnany others who were not rnerrrbers, but anxious
to know what the new preacher was saying, that kept his members in
a turrnoil.

Indeed a storrn was brewing, because of rny preaching,
but it did not break until the third annual meeting of the congrega-
tion, on January z, 1922. of this I shall speak at length in rny next
chapter.

After the third annual rneeting
chairrnan, I was asked by the spokesrnan
rne why it was that we did no longer have
the church. I told hiin that we were now

had been opened by the
of the party which opposed
cornrnunion services in
ready to begin doing so
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again with the provision that each one desiring to partake of the HolySacrament announce to the pastor his intention of doing so" Underthe previous pastor, no one had announced. Everyone carne as hewas rnoved by his desire to do so. very few had gone regularry. Infact, most of the rnernbers had looked upon Hory cornrnunion as a riteof the church which one observed at the tirne of his confirmation andonce a year after that.

one good worrran told rne that in the o1d country, one wentto the sacrarnent on the Easter sunday after confirmation and notagain until just before oners death. so it was not an earnest d.esirefor the sacrarnent, which had moved the spokesman of the trouble_rnakers to ask why we had not celebrated the Lord,s supper in thechurch, but he asked the question merely to start trouble in the congre-gation for rne.

My answer to his questi.on stilled the storrn for the tirnebeing. I also inforrned the congregation that we would now have sixcomrnunion sundays a year in both the cerrnan and in the Englishlanguages" Every first Sunday of the rnonth was to be a Cornrnunionservice" Beginning with the first sunday in January, which was tobe an English cornrnunion sunday, and the first sunday in February aGerrnan cornrnunion sunday. And thus in rotation for each followingrnonth' I also announced that all who wanted. to go to Holy Cornrnunion
on the following Sunday in January could announce thernselves irnrnedi-
ately after the rneeting, or before church took upon the next sundav
rnorning.

As a result of this announcement, a large nurnber announced.
thernselves irnrnediately after the rneeting had been closed. surpris_ingIy, only a very few of the trouble-rnakers announced thernselves.
I asked every one whether he or any rnernbers of his farnily belonged
to a lodge. If the answer was otno,otI accepted them forthwith. If theanswer' however, was !*yes, !r r asked thern whether or not they would
1et me try to convince thern frorn the Bible that they ought to sever
their connection with the lodge. If they answered that they were ready
to be convinced by rne, I accepted them for Holv Cornrnunion.

In the end, I had to deny the sacrarnent to a few because
they told rne they would under no circurnstances whatsoever quit the
lodge, nor let rne try to convince thern frorn Godts word. that they
ought to do so. These, to whorn I denied the sacrarnent, walked out
in anger.
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In the meantirne, I had provided myself with copies of
the Masonic, Odd Fellow and. Woodrnen of Arnerica Rituals frorn the
christian cynosure cornpany of chicago" with these rituals in rny
hand, I proved frorn the Bible that the cod of the 1od.ge was in no
way identical with the Triune God of the Bible; secondly, that the
way to Salvation for a sinner was according to the lodge teachlng not
by Godts crace alone, for christrs sake alone, through faith alone,
but that al1 lodges without exception rnade rnan his own saviour, by
his being a good husband, or wife; a good father or rnother; a good
neighbor, a good citizen. and above all, a good. lodge maker.

I had no trouble at all in conyincing those who were rea1ly
Bible believing christians. of the elghteen lodge rnernbers, I con-
vinced six that they could not be both: true Christians and at the
sarne tirne good lodge rnembers. The other twelve showed quickly
that they did not care what the Bible taught, but they would not ever
qult the lodge in spite of anything and everything that I could tell
them otherwise" Yes, trouble was brewing, and it threatened to
disrupt St. Matthews congregati.on.

The storrn broke at the next quarterly rneeting on the after-
rroorr of the First Sunday in April of. 1922. Every Torn, Dick and Harry
of the congregation was present, even sorrre who were not voting rnerrr-
bers of the congregation. After the chairrnan had called the rneeting
to order, the self-appointed spokesrnan of the enemies of Godrs IMord
called upon the chairrnan of the congregation to call for a rnotlon
which would decide whether the congregation wanted to keep pastor
Bahr or the lodge rnernbers of the congregatlon"

I irnrnediately protested that such a rnotion was altogether
out of order, that before the congregation could" legally disrniss their
pastor, they would according to their own constitution have to charge
their pastor with one of three things; first, with false teaching or
preaching; secondly, with neglect of offrcial duties; thirdly, with
conduct unbecorning to a rninister of the Gospel. However, the oppo-
sition party dernanded of the chaj.rrnan that he either call the rnotion
or else resign as chairrnan of the congregation. They accused rne
of denying thern their rights as voting rnernbers of the congregation;
the right to partake of Holy Cornrnunion.

When I saw that the chairrnan was in a quandry, what to
do in the situation, I again asked for the floor and. rnad.e the rnotion
that this rneeting be continued two weeks later in ord-er to have a
representative of my Synod there to hear the charges against rne,
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as well as to advise both the congregation and. rnyself what to do to
settle the matter. To rny surprise, the motion was seconded and
passed with a great rnajority.

I wrote to President Kleinhans irnrnediately and asked hirn
to send sorneone to represent the District, and sorneone capable of
advising both the congregation and rnyse_1f what to do in the rnatter.
I received an answer prornising rne help within the sarne week, and
to rny surprise it was lny own uncle Adarn Klein, the First vice-
President of the Southern Illinois Distrlct, who was sent by president
Kleinhans of the District to be an advisory witness of the called rneet-
irg.

I would have rather had sorneone else at the rneeting than
my uncle. I feared that the oppositlon party in the congregation
would charge uncle with being biased in his judgrre nt, for the reason
of being related to rne, the pastor of the congregation. However, rny
fears were altogether unnecessary"

The church was crowded that afternoon. Not only all of
the rnernbers were present, but also a large nurnber of vlsitors.
When the chairrnan had called the rneeting to order, I introduced rny
uncle to thern and told thern that he was here to hear both sides of
the controversy, and to report back to the District president what
action had been taken by the congregation in this rneeting"

The chairrnan of the congregation next asked rne how to
proceed. r told hirn to ask the congregation for the charges which
they had preferred against rne. knrnediately following rny advice,
the opposition party began to accuse me of being a despot" They said
that I had insulted thern because of their lodge connections and had
denied thern their rights as rnernbers of the congregation by refusing
to cornrnune thern"

uncle Adarn expressed his surprise after this charge had
been rnade against rne, that there were so rnany lodge rnernbers in
the congregation and called attention to the fact that lodge rnernbership
was not tollerated in the Lutheran Church of the Missouri Synod,
sirnply because the religion of the lodge was not the religion of the
Bib1e. This explanation on the part of rny uncle acted as oil poured
upon the fire"

The opposition flarned into open rebellion, not only against
rne, but also against the Lutheran Church of the lv{issouri Svnod. The
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