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caught a number of oversized b1uegil1s, while A1 and Venna fished at
their favorite spot on the lake, a rnile or so farther to the north.

The only harrn done to rne by *y ducking was that rny fare-
well present watch frorn Trinity Congregation had becorne waterlogged
and refused to run until Son Albert had opened and dried it out, when
it again ran and kept tirne as good as though it were new.

About a rnonth after we had corne to uncle Dougrs for a
visit, Al and Venna left for the state of Oregon, where they visited
with vennars rna.rried son. For she had been rnarried. long before
she and A1 had rnarried each other" In the meantime, mother and. I
enjoyed our stay at sister Gertrude and uncle Dougrs horne. r went
fishing every day to a spot below the darn on the river of skulls called
in the spanish lauguage, calaveras River, because, according to
legendary reports, a large nurnber of chinarnenrs skulls had been
found in that river who had been rnurdered in the gold rush days by
cut-throat whlte rnen and robbed of their pokes of gold dust. This
River had been placer mined for rnany years, before the d.arn was
ever built" And even after it had been built, a barge had operated on
the lake for a tirne, power dredging the o1d riverbed on a percentage
basis, on a lease frorn the City of stockton, and had reported.ly taken
lrrore than a hundred thousand dollars worth of gold dust frorn the old.
river bed.

My fishing spot below the darn was a boulder strewn stretch
of water in which bass, brearn, bluecat and carp congregated in the
fast flowing overflow water frorn the 1ake" I brought horne so rnany
fish day after day that we practically lived on a fish diet, eating fish
noon and night, twice every day, except Sunday, when he had a change
of diet in the forrn of red rneat of sorne kind. Nobody knows but I
rnyself how I now rniss that Calaveras River"

We had been lured to California by Albert and Venna, and
by Uncle Doug and Aunt Gertrude with the solernn prornise that the
trip was to cost rnother and rne nothing at all. A1 was to take us to
california, uncle Doug and Aunt Gertrude were to bring us back.
A11 the tirne we were there, Uncle Doug would talk about the various
routes which we would take on our way back horne. He was going to
get three weeks vacation frorn the City of Stockton, and he would take
off an extra week or so while A1 and Venna would keep the fort at the
lake for hirn. So we were to travel at leisure in Uncle Dougrs Cadi1lac,
up the west coast of California, through oregon, and into the state
of W-ashington, to the city of Wenatchee, where Jean Reynolds, a
rnarried daughter of Uncle Doug and Aunt Gertrude, and her farnily
lived. There we would stop for a nurnber of days and- see the Rock
rsland, the Grand coulee, and the st. Josephrs Darns. Mr" Reynolds
was superintending the building of st" Josephrs Darn at the tirne.
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Frorn w-enatche, washington we were then to rnake our way
east, through spokane, washington, and thence east through ldaha,
Montana, North Dakota, south Dakota, into rowa, where we were to
stop at our daughter Ruthf s horne for a day or two, and then turn south
through Missouri, Arkansas and to our horne ln Houston, Texas. That
was the route Uncle Doug always harped on.

w"hen at last the tirne of his vacation arrived, uncle Doug
did take us in his cadillac to wenatche, washington, where we were
the guests of Jean Reynolds and her farnily for three enjoyable d.ays.
Then, because the Cadillac performed so eratically, Uncle Doug cal1ed
off the rest of the trip and returned to valley springs, where he took
us to Stockton on the next day and bought railroad coach tickets on the
santa Fe Railroad to Houston, Texas for rnother and rne instead. on
the next morning, he and sister Gertrude set out for Los Angeles,
California, where they spent the balance of their vacation with their
oldest rnarried daughter, Mrs. Ellen Ellenson and her husband. For
further reference, rny description of our trip to and Frorn Wanatchee,'Washington to Va1ley Springs rnay be inserted at this p1ace.

A day after Uncle Doug and Aunt Gertrude had departed frorn
Va1ley Springs for Los Angeles, .A1 and Venna took us to Stockton where
we boarded a Santa Fe fast passenger train for Houston, Texas, where
we arrived on a Saturday rnorning, after a rnost enjoyable vacation.

XVII

CONTINUATION OT' OUR YEARS

IN RETIREMENT

I have failed to rnention before that during rny retirernent
in Houston, I often helped other pastors while they were sick or on
vacation by preaching for thern in their pulpits, while they were away.
I rernernber preaching at Free Port for Pastor Lenhardt several tirnes,
and a nurnber of tirnes I helped Pastor Sanders of Westfield. For five
rnonths I took care of Mernorial congregation at Katy, after that con-
gregation becarne independent of Pattison, and was instrurnental in
calling for thern the Reverend David Herrnan as their first resident
pastor. Also, I helped out Pastor Stratrnan of St. Matthewts congre-
gation for an entire year in assisting hirn on Cornrnunion Sundays.

I preached at least one or rrrore tirnes in Tornball, Klein,
Wharton, Pasadena, Galena Park, Wharton, Cypress, Hallettsville,
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Lincoln, Manheim, and in the following Houston congregations:
Ascension, Bethany, Bethelernen, knrnanuel, our sawior, st. John,
and St. Mark.

In October of 1955, I was cal1ed to preach the 5Oth Anni-
versary serrnon for st. Paulrs of Yorktown, Iowa. surprisingly,
that congregation paid rne the first-class railroad fare for both rnother
and rne, and gave rne a twenty-five dollar tip besides for my serrnon.
\Me were the house guests of Pastor and Mrs. Schroeder of yorktown,
for our four day visit with the congregation. That serrnon was one of
the last ones I preached, for it was during that tirne that I developed.,
or better learned to know that I was afflicted with diabetes.

The first syrnptorns were rnuch like that of a heart afflic-
tion. Pains in the rnuscles of rny chest with a shortness of breath,
noticeable especially after a walk. Increased hunger and an unslack-
able thirst, with urination about once an hour. At the sarne tirne, I
was developing cataracts in both eyes. My eyesight becarne distorted
and I was unable to correct the condition by the change of glasses.

Daughter Helen persisted that we should corne to Chicago
for an operation for rny cataracts. It was during the tirne that we
went to the eye specialist that her husband, Dr. Joseph Sirnons, who
was giving me a clinical test discovered sugar in rny blood and urine.
Reservations had already been rnade at the Cook County Hospltal for
roorn and bed when this discovery had been rnade, but these reserva-
tions were canceled when Dr. Zekrnan learned about rny diabetic
condition.

Luckily for rne, the discovery had been rnade alrnost at the
beginning of the affliction. I was put under dietic and rnedical treat-
rnent at once by Dr. Sirnons and it was fortunate again that I did not
need to take insulin shots. Dr. Sirnons gave rne four Orenase tablets
a day to begin the control treatrnent" This dosage of five grain tablets,
after a few days, was reduced to three tablets a day. After about a
year, I found that two tablets a day were sufficient to keep rny blood
and urine sugar free. The dosage now, in 196I, has been reduced to
one tablet a day.

I have had sorre side effects at such tirnes as when I did
not watch rny diet close enough: sorne nervousness and sleepless-
ness, with itching on the skin on the inside of rny thighs and on the
calves of rny legs. In rny diet it is necessary that I avoid all rnanu-
factured sugar and rnost of the starches. I arn allowed lean rneats,
all I care to eat, elirninating the fat. A1so, I rnay eat all vegetables
and fruits, except those which contain too rnuch sugar or starch. No
cakes and pies are in rny diet, no candy and alcoholic drinks. I rnay
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have coffee and tea without sugar
settled down to a nearly constant
pounds.

and fruit juices" My weight has
level, ranging between 180 and l90

I have been surprisingly free of colds and f1u since I have
been under orenase rnedication. I have plenty of pep but arn totally
free of sexual urge. Diabetes has darnaged rny rnernoryj I can no
longer rernernber narnes of persons, places and. things when I want
to talk about thern. w-hen I no longer need to rernernber thern, this
rrrefirory of narnes, places and things return. It is for this reason that
r do no longer preach. No rnatter how well I would rnernorize rrry
serrnon, when the tlme carne to deliver it, rny rrrerrrory would fail rne.

I was able to drive rrry car until rny 75th birthday ca.rne along.
To celebrate it, rry son Edward took rne out to the Cypress Creek, on
the Stuebner Airline Road. We parked the car on the north side of the
bridge and walked down to the creek, following it eastward for about
half a rnile. There we found a prornising pool and. we fished j.t for
sorne tirne in the cofirpany of another rnan and his boy. The other rnan
began to catch crappie, while Edward and I had not even a nibble. we
soon found that the fish did not want our worrns nor our shrirnp bait;
they wanted rninnows. The other rnan was using rninnows wich rnuch
success. He told rne to put a minnow on rny hook, offering rne the use
of his bait bucket.

With this change of bait, I soon had a crappie for rny
stringer. A second one soon after. Then, as often happens to fisher-
rnen, the fishing stopped. Not a single bite for the next half hour or
so. The other fisherrnan and his son left the pool for a better one.
Soon after, I did the sarne, and it was while on the search for a better
fishing hole that I broke rny ankle..

It had drizzled on the day before. The water?s edge arong
the creek was very slippery. Edward had warned rne of that fact. r
had a fa1l once before the accident happened, without ill effects. I
becarne careless. Crossing a srnall ditch, not rnore than eighteen
inches wide and not very deep, I slipped with both feet just as I was
crossing it. Both feet sliding together to the center of the ditch, with
my heavy body thrown off balance, I fe11 almost straight down on xop
of rny feet.

There was a flash of darkness in ryly eyes, and I knew at
once that I was badly hurt. For I had no strength left to even try to
get up on rrry feet. I was lying at the very waterrs edge and began to
pull rnyself up on the creek bank a little farther, but found that I could
not do so. The other fisherrnan and his son were right there by rne.
They tried to raise rne up, but I was too heavy for them, so the rnan
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told his boy to run and call Edward. 'w"hen they carne, they took me
by .ny arrns and told rne to try to stand on rrry feet, thinking that I
had just wrenched rny ankle. For a rnornent I stood, and then another
bone cracked and down I went. It was then that I realized that rnv
ankle was not wrenched, but broken.

Edward arranged with the other fisherrnan that he should
stop at Klebs store, at the junction of Stuebnerrs Airline, and the
Barnrnel Road, and call the County Ernergency Corps to bring rnen
and a litter to carry rne out of the brushy woods along Cypress Creek
to the bridge where our car was parked, and also to have an arnbulance
there to take rne to the Heights Hospital in Houston.

The rnan, who was about to go horne, gladly did this for
us. Within a half hour, a Deputy Sheriff and sorne others with hirn,
cam.e along, followed within rninutes by Highway Patrolrnen, while in
the distance we could hear the siren of the arnbulance speeding to the
bridge on the way frorn Flouston.

The attendants of the ambulance arrived shortly after,
bringing along an alurninurn litter, on which they laid rne after one
of the arnbulance rnen had strapped rny leg to a board so that rny ankle
should be kept frorn dangeling while I was being carried. Then eight
to ten rnen picked up the litter and carried rne up the creek bank, a
little way north, and then west, for at least half a rnile rnore to the
road. There I was transferred to the arnbulance and I was given rny
fastest ride to Houston with the arnbulance siren screarning all the
way.

At the hospital, it was found that Dr" Sears, who was our
farnily doctor, was away on a case in which the patient was suffering
frorn serious heart trouble. He was unable to leave that patient.
He recornrnended a substitute physician. When he arrived at the
hospital, he had an x-ray taken of the ankle" After exarnining the x-ray
picture, he said that he would not touch it because all three bones of
the ankle had been, not only fractured, but splintered as we11. He
recornrnended that we call a bone specialist bv narne of Dr. Joseph
Barnhardt.

It was getting dusk when he finally arrived at the hospital"
He looked at the x-ray photo and told rne that he would have to cut into
the ankle and peg sorrre of the splintered bones. Wren he learned that
I was a dlabetic, he changed his rnind and set rny 1eg the best he knew
how and put rny leg in a cast up to rny hip. He put rne to bed in the
ward, along with two other patients, and told rne to lie straight on
rny back and not rnove rny leg all night.
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I was in the hospital four days and it was indeed a new ex-perience which I rnade there. on the fourth day, I was put into a wheelchair and an orderly pushed rne around through the aisres" when thedoctor arrived to see rne, I asked hirn when icould go horne. Heanswered, lftoday, if you want to go hornel!! I left for horne that veryevening" An arnbulance took rne horne.

Edward, in the rneantirne, had fixed rny bed at horne afterhe had braced it with a kind of sailorrs lad.der, by rneans of which Icould pul1 rnyself up into a sitting position at any tirne I so desired todo. For nearly three rnonths, I wrestled with that cast. It was cutoff at the knee, after I had worn it to rny hip for about a month. onlythey, who have had to stay in bed for rnonths with their lirnbs i.n acast, can know what a torture that ls and even they cannot adequately
de scribe the discornfort"

It was necessary for rne to report to Dr. Barnhardt once
a week for about four rnonths. The first two tirnes this was done bythe use of an arnbulance. After this rny daughter-in-1aw, our son
Lorenzrs wife, took rne there again and again until at last r was dis-charged" Another x-ray picture revealed that two of the broken boneswere knitted together exactly right, but the fragrnents which should
have been pegged on the third bone broken did not knit together, but
were hanging loose in the gristle surrounding the cup in *fri.f, the foot
was hinged to the leg bone" I could walk again, and though the ankle
swelled, sorneti.rnes to alrnost double that on rny other leg for alrnost
a year, and still swells sorne to this day when I stand on rny feet for
long periods of tirne or sit without elevating the 1eg, I arn able ro get
around and walk with the aid of a cane for long d.istances, if necessary.

This ankle fracture of rnine has changed rny life a great deal,
and not all of it for the better. I haven't driven a car since it happened,
not so rnuch as a dozen {eet. Not that rny foot is not strong enough to
do so, but because I arn afraid that r could not act quickly enough in an
errrergency. If I were living in the country, I would drive anyway but
not here in Houston, where the traffic situation is what it is"

Not being able to drlve has also put an end to rny {ishing
days, and tLat hurts indeed. I have been fishi.ng but once in rnore than
two years, and that was when our son Edward took his vacation last
year in June. we then spent two weeks at Fulton Beach, near Rockport,
on the Gulf Coast" But he wi.lt not get a vacation this year because of
his change of employrnent, and that rneans that I .rray never go fi.shing
again.

I had to sell rny car for
at the Atascocita Countrv Club on

a song, drop rny club rnernbership
Lake Houston, because I have no way

23a



Bahr Family

of getting there. No Houston bus line goes out that far. A1so, I had
to forego the pleasure of picking dewberries this year, though they
were especially plentiful and extra large this year"

our sonEdward does his best to rnake up to rne this loss
of forrner pleasures. He has taken us on varlous trips in Texas, when
his tirne perrnitted it. Once he took us to the Texas HiIl Country at
san Marcos, and back horne again through san Antonio. on another
occasion he took us to LaGrange for a visit and a church service at rny
Iast congregation in the service. on still another trip, he took us by
train, going there and returning by car, for a few days visit at port
Isabell and on the way horne through corpus Christi, Texas" He has
taken us to all the worth-while rnovie shows. w-e will never be able
to show hirn all the appreciation that is due hirn for his thoughtful kind.-
NCSS.

XYIII

A LETTER OF LONC ACO WRITTEN TO

OUR CHILDREN IN DECEMBER, T949

LaGrange, Texas
Decernber 15, 1949

To our Dear Children:

God bless you: He lead you into and keep you in true faith
in the Christ Child, who was born in Bethlehern in this season, sorne
1949 years ago, to be our Saviour frorn sin, death, and the power of
the Devil. In Hirn, may Cod grant you all a very joyous Christrnas
and a happy and prosperous New Year.

You know already that I arn not happy about the church life
o{ sorne of you. My attitude in this rnatter, however, has undergone
a change withln the last few years" Not, indeed, as though now I
condone your way of life: far frorn it, but I have learned to blarne
rnyself for your separation frorn church. Sornehow I have failed you
as a Christian father" It is not clear to rne in detail, just in what
respect I have neglected your spiritual up-bringing, but rny conscience
te1ls rne, rrYou did not do all that you could and should have done to
bring up your children in the fear and adrnonition of the Lord. it I
arn rnaking this con-fession today, because I rnay not have the opportun-
itv to rnake it at sorne later tirne.
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I know that God, for Jesus sake, has forgiven my short-
corning, and I arn asking you to forgive rne also wherever I rnay have
falled you" I pray you, in Jesus name, not to let rny neglect of you
stand in the way of your eternal salvation, nor to be the cause of your
separation frorn God and your Saviour Jesus Christ and His Church.

I was brought to the conviction of rny neglect of your up-
bringing by a poern which I read sorne tirne ago, which herewith r arn
passing on to you for your guidance in the bringing up of your children"
The heading of this gern of poetry is:

THE LOST SHEEP

ItrTwas a sheep, not a larnb, that strayed away
In the parable Jesus to1d,
A grownup sheep, that had gone astray
Frorn the 90 and 9 in the fold.
Out on the hillside, out in the cold,
rTwas a sheep the Good Shepherd sought;
And back to the flock, safe in the fo1d,
rTwas a sheep the Cood Shepherd brought.
And why for the sheep should we earnestly 1ong,
And earnestly hope and pray?
Because there is danger lf they go wrong,
They rnay lead the Larnbs astray.
For the Larnbs will follow the sheep, you know,
Wherever the sheep rnay stray.
When the sheep go wrong, it will not be long
TilI the Larnbs are as wrong as they.
And so with the sheep we earnestly plead,
For the sake of the Larnbs today:
If the Larnbs are 1ost, what terrible cost,
Sorne sheep will have to pay. rr

Author Unknown

It is not only of lny responsibility as a father to you that I
arn thinklng, but I arn equally concerned about your and your childrents
eternal welfare. Dear Children, God loves you, even rrrore dearly
than rnother and I love you. God loves every one of you so dearly that
at this season sorne L949 years ago, He sacrificed His Only Begotten
Son for your sake. He sent Hirn into the world, conceived of the Holy
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, and put under the Law by his Cir-
curncision, to be your substitute under the Law. And the Christ Chi1d,
born L949 years ago, fulfilled all righteousness for us.
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He became obedient unto His Father unto death" yes, He
died for all. And by His obedience and death, FIe has atoned for rny
sin and for yours. That is why st. pau1, speaking of that atonernent
of Christ, declares! rtThere is now no condernnation to thern that
are in Christ Jesus. For the blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanseth
us frorn all sin. tr so, if only in true sorrow and contrition, you ac-
knowledge and confess your sin, God is faithful and just to forgive your
sin and to cleanse you frorn all unrighteousness.

rt is therefore rny prayer and that of your rnother that you
may all believe on the Lord Jesus christ, and through Him have
eternal 1ife, even as this is the good and gracious will of God" For
Jesus says, trThis is the will of Hirn that sent rne, that whosoever
seeth the son and believeth on Hirn rnay have everlasting Iife, and I
will raise hirn up on the last dry. ou Yes, cod and our saviour would
have all rnen to be saved and to corne to the knowledge of the truth,r'For there is one God and one Mediator between God and man, the
Man Christ Jesus, who gave Hirnself a ransorn for all. rt

since no rnan can say that Jesus christ is the Lord, except
by the Holy Ghost; and since again, the Holy Ghost only operates in
thern that use the Gospel and the Sacrarnents of our Lord Jesus Christ,
even as st. Paul says in Rornans, chapter ten, ttThat is the word of
faith, which we preach; that if thou shalt confess with thy rnouth the
Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that Cod raised Hirn up
from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart rnan believeth
unto righteousness; and with the rnouth confession is rnade unto salva-
tion. For whosoever shall call upon the narne of the Lord sha1l be
saved. How then shal1 they call upon the narne of the Lord in whorn
they have not believed? And how sha1l they believe in Hirn of whorn
they have not heard? And how shal1 they hear without a preacher?

. So then faith corneth by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God. I'

And since the Bible teaches that FAITH corneth by HEARING
the WORD of GOD, therefore we pray that YOU, Lorenz and Annie
and Donald and Patsyi and YOU, Albert and Venna; and YOU, Helen
and Joe and Marcia and Diane and David and Peter; and YOU, Gertrude
and John and Jack and Susan and Nancy; and YOU, Ruth and Edward
and Joe and Barbara and Jirnrnie and Virginia and Kathy and Thornas;
and YOU, Lloyd and Laverne and Bob and Bill; and YOU, Eunice and
Robert and Scott and Terryi and YOU, our youngest son, Edward,
continue and rededicate yourselves to the Gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ by which, and by which alone, God the Holy Chost ca11s, en-
lightens, sanctifies, and keeps us with Jesus Christ in the true faith.

It is for this reason that Jesus said: 'rBlessed are they that
hear the W-ord of God and keep it. tt And again he reiterated, rtlf ye
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continue in rny W'ords, then are ye rny disciples indeed, and ye shal1
know the truth, and the truth shaIl rnake you free. rt

Lovlng you all and praying for your ternporal and eternal
welfare,

Your parents,

Martha and Otto Bahr

P. S. You will please excuse the correctlons and additions which I
have rnade in this copy of rny letter written now nearly twelve years
ago" Since that tirne Eunice got rnarried and has now two strong and
healthy sons. Also Lloyd and Laverne have another son. And Ruth
and -Edward also have another daughter and another son. These we
now include in our confesslon and prayer of Decernber, 1949.

Nor have we seen the fulfillrnent of our prayers as yet.
Ffowever, we shall wait upon the Lord. For we know that it is His
good and gracious will that all rnen corne to the knowledge of the
truth and be saved. So we shal1 continue to pray and to plead at the
Throne of Grace, that our prayers and hopes shall be Yea! and Arnen!
in the world without end, into which we sha11 soon be translated.

XIX

\MHAT W'E OW'E TO OUR CHILDREN

We state here with hearts filled with gratitude that all of
our living children have done rnuch, since our retirernent, to rnake
our last years on earth pleasant and fi11ed with happiness and content-
rnent. I have already stated that our son Lorenz and our grandson
Donald spent much tirne and labor in the building of our present garage,
and in rernodeling the kitchen. And that our son Edward has spent
rnuch rnoney, labor and tirne in rernodeling the utility roorn, and in
plaster boarding both kitchen and utllity roorn, besides insulating the
attic and furnishing the wiring needed for air condi.tioning, two of
which he furnished, free of cost to us, in our horne.

Also, I want to state here that our son Lloyd also helped at
tirnes with the building of the garage and the remodeling of the kitchen.
In addition to all this, our son Lorenz, when rxe had that abnorrnally
cold weather in the late winter of 1951, replaced all the frozen pipes
in and under our horne, and he and Annie were responsible for a free
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will resolution of all of our children, made at the tirne they celebrated
our forty-eighth wedding anniversary. The resolution was that all of
thern would send us cash contrlbutions rnonthly and as regularly as
they saw thernselves able to do so. This resolution was well kept by
nearly all of thern, and we are herewith stating the annual surn which
each of thern sent us, either in cash or kind, throughout the past five
years.

Since we are conternplating to se11 our tirnber acreage,
donated to us by Grandfather Fred and Crandrnother Caroline Bahr,
we shall no longer expect any further rnonetary help frorn thern. And
we also desire that after we are both on the other side of the grave,
that before any dlvlsion be rnade of the residue of our estate, if there
be such, that first of all a portion of 'W'HAT \ME OWE TO OUR CHILDREN
be returned to them--each childrs proportion be a percentage, if not
the fu11 share, of lts contribution: the fulI share if there be enough to
cover it. If and when each child, or its helrs, have received full re-
turn of their contributions to us in the past five years, should anything
be left, this is then to be divided share and share alike arnong all of
our eight living children, or thelr legal helrs.

In the account given below there rnay be sorne rnistakes,
because we did not always write down irnrnediately the surns sent us.
But in the rnain, these figures are correct and ought so to be consldered
by all of our chlldren, for the sake of peace and harrnony"

Lorenz and Annie contributed $75" 00 for 1957; $80.00 for
1958; $I50" 00 for 1959; $125.00 for i960; and $20. 00 for 196I, up to
June the 10th. What we shall yet recei.ve in t95I we will accept as

glfts, since they are no longer bound by their resolution of I956. The
total for Lorenz is $450.00.

A1 and Venna contributed $75.00 in L957; $185" 00 tn 1958;
$i15.00 in L959; $80.00 in 1960; and $45.00 in 1961. The total for
A1 is $500. 00.

Helen, Joe and children contributed $310" 00 in 1957;
$283.00 in I95B; $320.00 in 1959; $377.00 tn 1960; and $110.00 in
196I. A total for Helen and farnily of $1,400.00"

Gertrude and John contributed $40.00 for 1957; $55. 00 for
1958; $75.00 for 1959; $50" 00 for 1960; and $20.00 for 1961. A total
for Gertrude of $250.00.

Ruth and Edward contributed $40. 00 in L957; $80.00 in
i958; $I30. 00 in 1959; $75.00 in 1960; and $25" 00 in 196I. A total
for Ruth of $350. 00.
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Lloyd and Laverne
$70.00; f.or !959, $50. 00; for
total for Lloyd of $250. 00.

Eunice and Robert
$9s. oO; in 1959, $250.00; in
for Eunice is $505. 00.

for 1957 contributed $70.00; for ]958,
1960, $40.00; for 1961, $20.00. A

contributed in
1960, $65.00;

1957 $65" 00; in 1958,
in 1961, $30. 00. Total

Edwardrs contributions for 1957 were $255.00; for 1959,
$257.00; for 1959, $382"00; for 1960, $295" O0; and for 196I, 9221.00.
A total for Edward of $1, 4I0" 00"

As I stated before, we want these contributions repaid to
each one of our llving children, or to their heirs, after rnother and
I have passed away, if there is enough rnoney left in our estate to do
so. If there is not enough to pay each the fu1l surn which they have
contributed, a proportionate percentage should be returned to each.

Should there be anything left in our estate after these returns
have been taken care of, then the balance is to be divided arnong rny
children or their heirs, share and share alike for each child.

We desire that our funerals be as sirnple as possible. We
want no pornp and show. The coffins should not be of rnetal, nor
costly" The price should be in accordance with our rneans. Our
Missouri Synod Pension Departrnent has arranged that I should re-
ceive $500.00 towards rny burial frorn the Pension Fund. There is
no such arrangefirent for rnotherrs funeral. But I arn carrying two
life insurance policles for a thousand dollars each, one with the
Northwestern Life Insurance Cornpany of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and
one with the Lutheran Aid Society of Appleton, W'isconsin, out of which
her funeral expenses should be covered"

It is our desire to be buried in Rest Haven Cernetery, where
rny parents own an eight grave burial plot. We do not want our children
to spend any rnoney for tornb stones. If there is enough of our estate
left to do so, they rnay provide our graves with bronze or otherrnetal
rnarkers, bearing the dates of our birth and death, and sunk at the
head of our graves, flush with the ground.

XX

OUR PHILOSOPHY OF LIFE

For ages rnankind
narnelv these: rrWhence are

has tried to answer
we ? il ttWhy are we

three basic questions,
? rr and irWhere do we
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go frorn here?rt Our answer to these questlons are not the answers
of the worldly wise of our or of any other age. 'We do not believe
that we are the creatures of a blind chance" We are too fearfully
and wonderfully rnade to be the result of mere chance. Nor do we
believe that we are the product of a bilLion year process of evol-utlon.

The laws of nature show that this worldrs creatures are
subject, not to a progressive, but rather to a regresslve developrnent.
The irnprovernent of species of plants or of anirnals always requires
the careful planning and handling of a superior intelligence. A rnan
rnay indeed cross a fernale horse with a rnale ass to procreate a rnule,
but he is unable to get the mule to reproduce its own kind. Hortl*
culturists have, by skil1fu1 crosses, irnproved the apple and the peach
frorn its wild state into a variety of irnproved strains, but they are
unable to fix the seeds of these irnproved varieties so, as that they
will reproduce their own varieties or strains. The seed wlll always
revert back to its original wild state.

It is for this reason that rnother and I, on the question,
WHENCE ARE WE?, do not believe the answer of atheistic scientists
and evolutionlsts, but we believe the W'ord of Cod in the Bib1e, whlch
in its very first chapters te11s us that rnan and all creatures are the
handiwork of Alrnighty Cod. Our confession and belief, based on the
written Word of God, is that of Dr. Marti.n Luther who declared in
his Srnall Catechisrn: r!I believe that God has rnade rne and all creatures,
that He has glven rne rrry body and sou1, eyes, ears, and all rny rrren:-
bers, 1ny reason and all rny senses; also clothing and shoes, rneat and
drink, house and horne, wife and children, fields and cattle, and all
rny goods; that He richly and daily provides rne with all that I need to
support this body and life; that He defends rne against all danger, and
guards and protects rne frorn alL evili and all this purely out of father-
1y, divine goodness and rnercy, wlthout any rnerit or worthiness in
rnel for all which it is rny duty to thank and praise, to serve and obey
Hirn. This is rnost certainlv true. rr

On the basis of Codrs own infallible W-ord, we also belleve
that God created rnan in His own knage, that is, rnan knew Cod and
was perfectly happy in such knowledge, and also that rnan was without
sin and any fault in the beginning. But rnan lost this irnage of God
soon after his creatlon. Of his own free wiI1, he chose to dlsobey
Godf s Holy Cornrnandrnent, in spite of Godrs warning to the contrary,
This fall of the first rnan is also recorded in the very first chapters
of the Bible" And since by the fa1l of Adarn and Eve, our first parents
were corrupted, all their children after thern were also conceived and
born in sin. Godf s Word tells us this in Rornans 5:LZ. There we read,
rtBy one rnan sin entered into the world, and death by sin, and so death
hath passed upon all rnen, for that all have sinned. It
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For this reason, we read also in Psakn T4z3'. ttThey are
all gone aside, they are altogether becorne filthy; there is none that
doeth good, ror not one. rt \{e must agree' therefore with St. John
who declares in I John 1:B: rrl{ we say we have no sin, we decelve
ourselves and the truth is not in us.'t The very fact that all rnen die,
proves that all rnen have sinned and corne short o{ the glory of God.
For, says St" PauI in Rornans 6:23: rtThe wages of sin is death" rt

Yet, in spite of his sinfulness, rnan should not despair, for in the
Gospel of St. John we read in chapter three, verse 15: n'God so loved
the world that He gave His only Begotten Son, that whosoever belleveth
in Hirn should not perish, but have everlasting 1ife.tt Again it is
written in Galatians 3:13: rrChrist hath redeerned us frorn the curse
of the law, being rnade a curse for us. r'

Even in the O1d Testarnent sinful rnan was told about his
redernption frorn sin through Christ. For the Prophet Isaiah declared
unto the children of Israel in the 53rd chapter of his book of prophe-
cies, rtSurely, He has born our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet
we did esteern Hirn stricken, srnitten of God and afflicted. But He
was wounded for our transgresslons, He was buried for our iniquities;
the chastisernent of our peace was upon Hirn, and with His stripes we
are healed. rt Indeed, rrThe blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanseth
us frorn all sin, tr even as it is written in I John l:7.

And because this redernption of sinners by our Lord Jesus
Christ is so plainly described and taught in both the Old and the New
Testarnents of the Bib1e, therefore we again believe and confess with
Dr. Martin Luther: ttl believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten
of the Father frorn eternity, and also true rnan, born of the Virgin
Mary, is rny Lord, who has redeerned rneo a lost and condernned
creature, purchased and won rrre frorn all sins, frorn death, and frorn
the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His Ho1y,
previous blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that I rnay
be His own, and live under Hirn in His Kingdorn, and serve Hirn in
everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, even as He

is risen frorn the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity" This is rnost
certainly true. tt

The answer, therefore, to the questi.on, ttWhy are we in
this world and life?r! is sirnply this: rrW-e are here to work out our
own salvation with fear and trernbling.rt Not as though we could earn
or rnerit our salvation by our own work or doing. No indeed! St.
Paul warns us against such a supposition, saying, 'rBy grace are ye
saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God,
not of works, lest any rnan should boast. tr See Ephesians 2:8 and
following. However, we are here in this world to diligently ernploy
our tirne of grace, in the seeking after faith in Christ.
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since we cannot even u"liev. in christ or come to Hirn by
our own reason or strength, we rnust ernploy the rneans of grace which
God has ordained to bring us to faith. These means of grace are God.rs
word and the sacrarnents of our Lord Jesus Christ. st. paul in
Rornans 10, verses 8 and following, declares of the word of God: nThe
word i.s nigh thee, even in thy rnouth, and in thy heart; that is the Word
of Faith which we preach; that if thou shalt confess with thy rnouth the
Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that Cod hath raised Hirn
fro'm the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart rnan believeth
unto righteousness; and with the rnouth conJession is rnade unto salva-
tion. For the Scripture salth, whosoever belleveth on Hirn shaLl not
be asharned. For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek:
for the sarrre Lord over all, is rich unto all that call upon hirn. For
whosoever shal1 call upon the narne of the Lord shal1 be saved. How
then sha1l they call on Hirn, in whorn they have not belleved? and how
then shall they hear without a preacher? and how shall they preach,
except they be sent? As it is written, How beautiful are the feet of
thern that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good
things I So then faith corneth by hearing, and hearing by the Word
of Cod" ir

When on the first Pentecost Day, after Christts Ascension
into Heaven, firany of the Jews who had heard Sirnon Peterrs serrnon,
were pricked in their hearts and asked the Apostles: tlMen and brethren,
what shall we do?rr Peter said unto thern, rtRepent and be baptized
every one of you in the narne of Jesus Christ for the rernission of sins,
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. tt

IMe see, therefore, that the Bible teaches clearly that the
preaching of the Word of Cod and the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Chrlst,
and Holy Baptisrn brings the gift of God and the Holy Ghost into our
hearts, and He works in us, both to will and to do after His good
pleasure, even as lt is written in the Epistle to Titus, chapter 3,
verse 5: rrHe saved us by the washing of regeneration and renewing
of the Holy Ghost.rr And as again it is written ln I Corinthians 6:11:
rtBut ye are washed, but ye are sanctifled, but ye are justified in
the narne of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirlt of our God. *r And ln
Rornans 15:13 we read, trThe God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope through the power of
the Holy Ghost. rr

And since the Bible so clearly teaches that it is God the
Holy Ghost who, through Word and Sacrament, works faith in our
hearts, therefore rnother and I again believe and confess with Dr.
Martin Luther: ttl believe that I cannot by *y own reason or strength
believe in Jesus Chrlst, rny Lord, or corrre to Hirn; but the Holy Ghost
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has cal1ed rne by the Gospel, enli.ghtened rne with His gifts, sancti-
fied and kept rne in the true faitht eyen as he calls, gathers, enlightens,
and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with
Jesus Christ in the one true faith; in which Christian Church He daily
and richly forgives all sins to rne and all believers, and will on the
last day raise up rne and all the dead, and give unto rne and all believ-
ers in Christ eternal 1ife" This is rnost certalnlv true" rt

Yes, rnother and I know the answer to the third question
universally asked by rnan; the question, !rW'here do we go frorn here?rt
lMe, and all rnen are headed for ETERNITY. And in ETERNITY there
are but two places where resurrected rnankind will spend it: HEAVEN
and HELL. For thus it is written in St. Matthewts Gospel, chapter 7,
verse 13: rrEnter ye in at the strait gatei for wide is the gate, and
broad is the way that leadeth to destruction, and rnany there be which
go in thereat; because strait is the gate and narrow is the way whid:
leadeth unto 1ife, and few there be that find it. rr

Our Lord Jesus, speaking of these two places in ETERNITY
in His parable of Dives and Lazarus, reveals the difference between
the two places by saying of both these men: ttA,nd lt carne to pass that
the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraharnrs bosorn;
the rich rnan also died and was buried; and in hell he lifted up hls eyes,
being in torrnents, and seeth Abraharn afar off, and Lazarus in his
bosorn. And he cried and said, Father Abraharn, have nrercy on rne,
and i;end Lazarlas that he rnay dip the tip of his finger in water, and
cool rny tongue; for I arn torrnented in this flarne" But Abraharn said,
Son, rernernber that thou j.n thy iifetirne receivest thy good things, and
likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is cornforted; and thou art
torrnented" rr

Yes indeed, it rnatters WHERE you go frorn here! For one
of the two places in ETERNITY is indeed a place where there is peace
and joy at the right hand of Cod forever; but the second place in
ETERNITY is indeed a place of HORROR and TORMENT. The prophet
Isaiah says of this place of eternal horror and torrnent in the Z4th
verse of the 66th chapter of his book, rrTheir worrn shal1 not die,
neither shall their fire be quenchedi and they sha1l be an abhorring
unto all flesh. rt

If you ask, when shal1 all this take place?, the Bible
answers, On the great day of the resurrection of all f1esh. For so
says the Lord Jesus in Johnrs Cospel, chapter 5, verses 28 and 29:
ItThe hour is corning in',rzhich all that are in the graves shall hear His
voice and sha1l colTre forth: they that have done good, unto the
resurrection of life; and they that have done evi1, unto the resurrection
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of damnation"rr And if you ask, 'Who are they that have done good?,
the Lord Jesus answers your question in the Gospel of St. Luke,
chapter ten, verses 38-42" There you are told of the Lordts visit
with Martha and Mary. Both of these sisters endeavored to do good
unto the Lord; Martha by serving the Lord with a rneal, and Mary
by seating herself at Jesusr feet, in order to hear the preaching of
His Word and Gospel.

The Lord Jesus had this to say about their efforts to serve
Hirn: rrMartha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about firany
things: but one thing is needfuJ., and Mary hath chosen that good part,
vdrich shall not be taken away frorn her. rt We see frorn this reported
incident in the earthly life of our Saviour that the best good thing sin-
fu1 rnan can do to please Hirn is for rnan to take tirne to he ar His W-ord
and Cospel. That, dear children, ls why rnother and I are so seriously
concerned about vour CHURCH GOING.

It is true that no rnan earns eternal life in heaven by his
going to church; he only gives the Holy Ghost the opportunity to call,
enlighten, sanctify and keep hirn in the true faith with Jesus Christ.
There ls, and there can be, no faith without hearing the W'ord and
Gospel of our Saviour Jesus Christ, as I have said to you elsewhere.
But if you do not go to church, if you do not hear preaching of the
Gospel, you are standing in the way of your own salvation by hindering
and resisting the efforts of the Holy Ghost to bring you, and to keep
you in the faith"

In short, refusing to go to church to hear preachlng and
the 'Word of God will surely darnn you on the last day, when Christ
cornes to judge the quick and the dead. On that great day of resur-
rection, rnother and I, who have here i.n this tirne and life gone to
church, will stand before the Son of God to hear what He has to say;
and you wlll stand before Hirn also, dear children. On that day all of
you will hear His words. W-hat will he say to you, then? Will He
welcorne you and us and say, rrCorne unto rne, ye blessed of rny
Father! Inherit the kingdorn which has been prepared for you. tt?

Or will He say to us, rrDepart frorn Me, ye cursed, into everlasting
fire, prepared for the devil and hls angels" rr

Think on these things, dear chlldren: rs'Where do you go
frorn here ? tt Will you go into everlasting punishrnent with the devll
and his angels ? Or, wlll you go with Christ and all the righteous into
life eternal? Mother and I know in whorn we have believed. 'We pray
that you believe in Christ also, and that with Mary of Bethany you will
learn to sit at hls feet to hear His saving Word and Gospel. Arnen.
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OUR MARRiED LIFE

Mother and I have had a happy and blessed rn:rrrled life
together. Never did a rnan have a rrrore faLthJul helprnate than the
one I have had ln rnother. She faitMully stood by rne th:rough happy
days and evil ones. The srnall success that I have had in rny rnini-
sterial life is due, next to Cod, to her faithful and encouraging
counseling and support.

That we successfully raised nine children and kept thern
in food and clothing in spite of inadequate salary paid rne by rnost of
rny congregations was entirely due to her self-sacrificing spirit, and
labor, and frugality. She cheerfully lived and worked for her farnily,
all the days of her life. She denied herself nrany things, just so she
could do sornethinp- {or her children and rne.

She not only overlooked and forgave rne for mLy rnany fail-
ings and shortcornlngs, but also, she told rne in these years of
retirernent that she had no regrets, and no desire to ha.'re lived other-
wise. This has rnade rne very happyr for sornetirnes I felt that her
rnarried life could have been far happier had she rnarried one or the
other of her rnany suitors. May God bless her forever for all that
she has done for rne and for our children.

A11 that Solomon had to say of a virtuous wom.an ln his
Proverbs, chapter 31, is true of rnother. ttHer price is far above
rubies. The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her, so that
he shall have no need of spoil. She will do hirn good an<1 not evil
all the days o{ her life, She openeth her rnouth with wisdorn; and
in her tongue is the 1aw of klndness. She looketh well to the ways of
her household, and eateth not the bread of idleness. Her children
rise up, and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praiseth her. tl

Yes, rnay God reward her for all that she has done to
rnake our rnarriage a success and to bring up her children to be
God fearing and respectable people.

CONCLUSION OF

OUR FAMILY HISTORY
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During rny life span of.77 years, I have witnessed nrany
changes in manrs way of life. On the farrn, where in my boyhood
days, the farrner broke his ground with a wooden bearn fourteen or
sixteen inch plow, pulled by a yoke of oxen, he now uses a multi-
horse power tractor, pulling a gar,g of frorn four to six I5It turning
plows. The one mule cotton or corn planter has been displaced by
a four row all steel planter drawn by a tractor speeding up to fifteen
rniles an hour. The cow trall cross country roads rneandering
through the Texas Prairies have been substituted by two to eight
lane super paved highways. The twenty-five rnile trip to the rnarket
frorn nny childhood horne in north Harris County, which required
eight hours one way in a covered wagon drawn by a span of rnules
is now rnade in less than a half hour ln a one-top pickup truck.

The fast trotting horse and buggy to Houston, requirlng
three and a half hours of fast driving has been displaced by the auto,
which travels 60 and 70 rniles per hour. 'We saw our first airplane
in El Paso, Texas on an occasion when a nurnber of planes under-
took the first flight frorn the Atlantic to the Pacific Coast. It took
the best of thern several days to rnake the flight, and now sorne fast
planes can cover the sarne distance in less than four hours.

When the Spanish-Arnerican war was fought, we rnarveled
at the destructlon wrought by so-called Gun-Cotton, and now we have
the Hydrogen Bornb which in a rnornent can destroy a city of rnany
rnillions in a rnornent. The greatest change has taken place in the
cost of llving" In rny boyhood days a farnily of six or seven could get
by on a hundred dollars cash in a year. Now it requires flfty tirnes
as rnuch and in sorne places even Inore.

My grandparents on rrty rnotherrs side spent three rnonths
in crossing the Atlantic Ocean in a sailing vessel. This year one of
rny daughters and her husband and two daughters crossed the sarne
ocean frorn New York to Paris in a little rrlore than five hours"

In 1894 rny father sold dressed hogs to butchers at the
rnarket on Preston and Prairie for three cents a pound and that with
the head rernoved, but it had to be included in the dea1, though its
weight was not taken into account. Now I have to pay the butcher 391
for spare-ribs, frorn which rnost of the rneat has been pared away.

In 1908 we could stil1 buy T-Bone steak in Giddings, Texas
for 15f a pound. Now we pay six tlrnes as much and rnore for the
sarne quality" A 49 -pound sack of Tidal W-ave Flour cost 90 cents
at Henke and Pilotrs store sorne seventy years ago. Now the sarne
store charges !0 cents for a 10-pound bag.
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At the age of seventeen I patd three and a half dollars
a week for board and roorn in Houston and now we have to pay as
rnuch for a single steak dinner.

Indeed, thlngs have changed in rny lifetirne. In the fall
of. I)37, rny father deeded a hundred acres of tirnberland to his
four boys valuing at that tirire $25" 00 an acre. Last year rny brother
sold part of his holding for $600.00 an acre, and we sold ours on the
last of June this year for $500. 00 an acre, although it is one haLf
rnile off any road,

The sequel of this Our Farnily History wll1 have to be
chronicled by sorneone e1se. W'hy did I write this History at all?
Not indeed because I considered it extraordinary in any wayr nor
yet to glorify rnyself or rrry fa'rnily, for we are just ordinary folks.
Nor was this written for publication. It was written sirnply to glve
our children and childrents children an account of how wonderfully
the Triune God has led us through thls world and life, and blessed us
in our poverty. A11 praise and glory be to Hirn, now and forever.
Arnen.
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